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(54) PRODUCTION OF GLASS OPTICAL ELEMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To remarkably reduce tlie necessary cycle 
time for press forming and to improve the production 

speed by heating and softening a glass perform while j i 

floating it with an air current, then transferring the O O O O S p 

perform to a preheated forming die and press-forming 
the perform. 

CONSTITUTION: A glass perform or a glass gob heated 
and softened while being floated is dropped by moving > 
2 split floating jigs used in heating, transferred to a ^ 
preheated forming die and press-formed. A glass having o. o o 

a relatively low viscosity can be used as the glass body i5 
being used in this case. For example, a glass having 
105.5 to 109.0 poises viscosity when heated and melted 
is preferably used. The perform is floated up by the air 
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current flowing upward from the upper opening. The upper opening 11 of the floating jig 10 
(capable of being divided into two) has a diameter smaller than that of the glass body 1 , and 
the glass body is floated by the air current flowing upward from the bottom 12 of the opening 
11. 
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